CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of preventing financial fraud concerning 
a check financ ial-i nstrument ,, comprising the st e ps of : 

a) receiving, from a first source payor , identifying information concerning the 

b) storing the identifying information into a financial instrument database; 
e ) receiving information from a seeen d sourc e regarding th e financial 

in s trum e nt; 

d) comparing th e information from the s e cond sourc e with the id e ntifying 
infor mation concerning th e financial i nst rument stored in the fina neM4nstfumen4 

e) honoring the check financial instrum e nt if the if verifying information 
handwritten on the check by the payor from th e second sourc e substantially matches the 
identifying information conc e rning the financial instrument stored in the financial 
instrument database. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
dishonoring the check financial instrum e nt if the verifying information from the s e cond 
sourc e does not match handwritten on the check substantially differs from the identifying 
information concerning the financial instrum e nt stored in the financial instrument 
database. 



Amendment 



Page 2 of 9 



Do. NO. 3250-002 
Serial No. 10/611,605 



3. (Currently Amended) A system for preventing financial fraud concerning 
a personal check imanei al i n strument , said system comprising: 

a financial instrument database; and 

a serverr-said-sc rvcr including a program module for storing a fi nancial 
ifwtfume nt da taba se, and further comprising a program module opera tive configured to: 

af receive from a first source identifying information concerning the 
personal check financial instrument from a first source ; 

b) storing store the identifying information into a the financial instrument 

database; 

e) receive verifying information handwritten on the personal check from a 
second source distinct from the first source regarding the financial instrument ; 

d) compare the verifying information from the second source with the 
identifying information concerning the financial instrum e nt stored in the financial 
instrument databas e; and 

e) honor the personal check financial instrument if the verifying 
information from the second source substantially matches the identifying information 
conc e rning the financial instrument stor e d in the financial instrument database . 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3, wherein said the first deviee 
source comprises a payor who handwrote the verifying information on the personal check 
telecommunications link to said server from a financial institution . 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4, wherein said the second 
de v ic e source comprises the personal check presented to a financial institution for 
payment a-teleeo mmunications link to said server from a financial inst itution. 
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6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for preventing financial fraud with 
handwritten personal checks financial instrum e nts , the apparatus comprising: 

a) a stored financial instrument database; 
h)-aH : ne fflory device for containing a program modu le^ 
ef un user in ter fac e ; and 

e) a processing unit coupled to th e m e mory devic e , the financial instrument 
database ^ and the user int er- face, the processing unit and b e ing op e rative in r e sponse to th e 
ffis tructi o ns- of the program modul e configured to: 

receive from a first source identifying information concerning the 
handwritten portions of a check financial instrument ; 

store the identifying information into a the financial instrument database; 

receive information from a second source distinct from the first source 
r e garding th e handwritten portions of a check presented for payment fi nancial i n strument; 

compare the information handwritten portions of the check presented for 
payment from the second source with the identifying information concerning fee 
financial instrum e nt the handwritten portions of the check stored in the financial 
instrument database; and 

honor the check financial instrument if th e information if the handwritten 
portions of the check presented for payment from the second source matches the 
identifying information concerning the handwritten portions of the check financial 
instrum e nt stored in the financial instrument database. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said the 
apparatus is as comprises a stand-alone system. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said the 
apparatus is comprises a server connected to a telecommunications network. 

9. (Canceled) 
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10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

means for storing identifying information relating to an i ssued handwritten 
portions of a personal check in a database financial instrumen t; 

means for comparing the identifying information relating to a the handwritten 
portions of the personal check stored in the database financial instru ment with the 
handwritten portions of a personal check presented for payment; and 

means for paying the personal check financial instrument presented for payment 
responsive to the means for comparing determining that a substantial match exists 
between the identifying information relating to the handwritten portions of the personal 
check stored in the database with the handwritten portions of the personal check 
presented for payment . 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising 
means for accessing the identifying information stored in the database through a server 
connected to a global network. 



13.-14. 



(Canceled) 
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15. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having instructions 
stored thereon, that when executed by at least one device, result in a method comprising: 
A-n-aftiete-eefflprising a storage medium having stored ther e on in^tetion^hat T -wheft 
e^eeute d by a computer, r e sult in : 

storing identifying information relating to handwritten portions of a check an 
js^ued-f4na ncial instrument in a database ; 

comparing the identifying information relating to the handwritten portions of 
the check stored in the database to handwritten portions of a check a financial instru ment 
presented for payment; and 

paying the check financial instrument presented for payment responsive to the 
comparing resulting in a substantial match between the identifying information relating to 
the handwritten portions of the check stored in the database and the handwritten portions 
of the check presented for payment . 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 
15 wherein the method further comprises The articl e of claim 1 5 comprising accessing 
the identifying information stored in the database through a server connected to a global 
network. 

18. -19. (Canceled) 
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